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Santa Claus is Coming to Town 

by Julia DiBaggio
Santa is coming to North Collinwood for a 
special breakfast with the kids.  What would 
Christmas be like without photos with the 
jolly guy in red, a chance for kids to tell him 
their number one wish and presents they are 
hoping for?  Come join us for breakfast with 
Santa on December 13, 2014 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. at Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School. Photo ops and fun activities are 

included with a $5 dollar ticket purchase. 
To purchase tickets in advance, call Julia 
DiBaggio at 216-481-7660.

Date: December 13, 2014
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Location: Villa Angela-St. Joseph, 18497 
Lake Shore Blvd.
Cost: $5.00 per person

by Julia DiBaggio
North Collinwood is the home of many 
incredible people. That’s why each year 
we like to show how much we appreciate 
everything ordinary people do to make 
Collinwood great, by recognizing a few 
individuals and businesses each year at 
our annual Taste the Neighborhood and 
Awards Ceremony. Share your nomina-
tion to honor residents, block watches 
and businesses for their accomplishments 
that make this a better community to live. 
Deadline: December 30, 2014

AwArdS CATegorieS:
outstanding resident: Regular folks who 
go that extra mile.

Amazing Block watches: Neighborhood 
groups that have made great achievements 
throughout the year.
Best Business: Celebrate the achievements 
of your favorite local business and their 
owner.
investment of the Year: What change this 
year helped make Collinwood such a great 
place.
Collinwood Hall of Fame: Recognition of 
one person’s dedication and devotion to the 
betterment of the neighborhood.
 Contact Julia DiBaggio with your nomi-
nation and their contribution at 216-481-
7660 or jdibaggio@northeastshores.org

Taste the Neighborhood Award 
Nomination

by Matthew Orgovan 
Auditions for UpStage Players’ perfor-
mance of Once on This Island will be 

January 3 and 4, 2015.

wHo: Children ages 7-15 can  
audition for the production.

wHeN: January 3 and 4, 2015 at 10 a.m.

wHere: 17109 Lakeshore Blvd.,  
Collinwood/Cleveland 

This is the Cleveland Public Library 
Nottingham-Memorial Branch  

(which is the former Villa Angela High 
School). Pull around to the left side  
of the building towards the back.  

Plenty of free parking.

wHAT To BriNg: Water bottle  
and a great attitude!

How To PrePAre: 
   * Choose a song from a  

Broadway musical. 

   * Practice singing every day.

   * Make eye contact when singing.

   * Remember to use facial expressions!

   * Everyone wants you to do your best,  
so relax...

   * Take a deep breath and 
 SING YOUR BEST!

UpStage  
Players’ Musical 

Auditions

Video game and record exchange 
Moves to New Location

by John Copic
The Video Game and Record Exchange 
store has been located for the past 15 years 
in the Martin’s Mens Wear retail block. 
They have recently moved south and re-
opened in the remodeled former Shore 

Carpet building. Co-owners Adam Harvey 
and Rob Winner worked very hard to re-
decorate the space into a pleasant shopping 
area.
 In the new spacious showcases there are 
thousands of CDs, and all used CDs are 
now half price. Looking for an old movie? 
There are hundreds of DVDs on display, 
and all five dollar DVDs are now on sale 
for two dollars. But where the store truly 
shines is in the amazing selection of  used 
video games available. There are games for 
every gaming system, there is an wide se-
lection, and the prices are reasonable. Also 
available are controllers, power supplies, 
and all gaming systems.
 If you are looking for that perfect Christ-
mas gift be sure to stop in at the new Video 
Game and Record Exchange at 854 E. 185 
Street, open Monday through Saturday 11 
AM to 6 PM.

giving Back on Two wheels at 
“Cranksgiving”

by Edward Chenock
In addition to events like Cleveland Critical 
Mass, as the area’s bicycle community con-
tinuously grows, creative events to promote 
bicycles and their presence on our road-
ways are held.  On a mild, rainy Saturday 

morning in November, nearly 50 local cy-
clists gathered at the Beachland Ballroom 
in Cleveland for the third annual “Cranks-
giving.”  It is a nationally renowned bicycle 
event that usually takes place the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving.  Cleveland is one of 
70 cities nationwide that hosts this event, 
including Los Angeles, Miami, New York 
City, and Washington, DC. 
 The objective of the event was to spend 
up to $15 on canned goods and non-perish-
ables and bicycle 15 total miles to local gro-
cery stores.  The travel itinerary included 
grocery stores in Cleveland’s North Collin-
wood neighborhood, most of Euclid’s local 
grocery stores, and as far east as Shoregate 
Shopping Center in Willowick.  This in-
cluded both Dave’s Supermarket locations 
along Lakeshore Boulevard, Shwebel’s Bak-
ery Outlet on E. 200th Street, and Giant 
Eagle in Willowick.  This was the third year 
in a row Cranksgiving happened, and was 
the first time that Cranksgiving came to 
the northeastern side of town.  Last year it 
took place in Cleveland’s West Park neigh-
borhood, which also encompassed Fair-
view Park, Rocky River, and Lakewood. 
  “We organize the event each year not 
only for the cycling community to help 
feed hungry families during the holiday 
season,” says Jeffrey Sugalski, the Cranks-
giving coordinator through the local bi-
cycle nonprofit Bike Cleveland, about the 
general purpose of Cranksgiving.  Cyclists 
bought generous amounts of food to be 
split among local hunger centers within 
the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland.  
Cranksgiving was successful with raising 
an estimated value of $2,500 in food.
 “It is also to demonstrate that cyclists can 
do many of the things that motorists do, in-
cluding grocery shop on one of the busiest 
shopping days of the year,” says Sugalski 
about the importance Cranksgiving is to 
Cleveland’s growing bicycle community.  
This is important as commuting by bicycle 
is becoming a popular means of commut-
ing in major cities nationwide.  It is also an 
opportunity for cyclists to give back to the 
community and provide food for those less 
fortunate while giving thanks. 

The End Result! Fifty cyclists gathered with food for the needy at Cranksgiving. 
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COMMUNITY MEETINGS

Let’s make a neighborhood resolution for the 
new year – check out the block clubs. It takes 
just one evening a month, it often involves 
food, you get an up-close view of neighbors 
you didn’t know, you hear what’s going on 
and you can seize the moment and ask why. 
Or why not. Stick this list on the refrigerator. 
Or on your iPhone.

Collinwood Homeowners’ & Tenants’  
Association First Wednesday, 7 pm, 

St. Mary’s School, 15519 Holmes Ave.

E185 Street Block Watch  
Second Tuesday, 6 pm, Lithuanian  
Village Hall, 877 E185 (rear entrance).

Nottingham Civic Club  
Third Tuesday, 7 pm. Nottingham United Meth-
odist Church, 18316 St Clair.

E156 Street Block Watch  
Third Wednesday, 6 pm. M&M Bar-B-Que, 
15116 Lakeshore Blvd at E152.

Northeast Shores Development Corp  
NSDC holds its quarterly meetings, open to all, 
members and public, on the third Tuesday of 
January, April, July and October, at 6:30 pm, at 
our lovely new rec center. These meetings are 
well worth attending, all kinds of neighborhood-
wide initiatives come up for discussion.

Collinwood/Nottingham Historical Society  
Second Thursday of the month, St Mary’s 
Church Hall, 15519 Holmes Avenue, beginning 
at 6:30 pm. 

Community

The Collinwood Observer is a citizen-based news 
source published by Collinwood Publishing Inc., a local 
business dedicated to the development of grass roots 
media and increased connectedness of the citizens, 
civic groups, non profits, businesses and institutions in 
and around Cleveland Wards 10 and 11.
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To submit a story, go to www.collinwoodobserver.
com, click on Member Center, sign in, click on 
Submit Story, and start writing. 

next deadline: december 25, 2014.  
You can mail your stories to the Collinwood 
Observer office at 650 E. 185th Street,  
Cleveland, Oh 44119.

Happy Holidays and Best wishes
by Councilman Michael D. Polensek
It goes without saying that the Holiday Sea-
son is upon us and I wish to thank all of the 
organizations, individuals, and businesses 
who have been working to make our com-
munity a better place. My sincere thanks to 
the East 140th, East 156th and East 185th 
Street Neighborhood Associations for their 
continued involvement in Ward 8. To our 
local development corporations, Northeast 
Shores, Collinwood Nottingham and St 
Clair-Superior, thank you for your par-
ticipation and vision. To our neighborhood 
churches and other groups for their out-
reach – not only to their congregation but 
to those in need in the Greater Collinwood 
and Glenville communities. Even though 
we as a community continue to deal with 
challenges and issues I am thankful that 
I live in this great ethnically, racially and 
spiritually diverse community that is truly 
cosmopolitan. 
 We have many things to be thankful 
for this past year including improvements 
in our three lakefront MetroParks; with 
much more coming in the next two years. 
The Euclid Creek Tunnel project is in the 
homestretch with completion planned for 
2015. The installation of new storm sew-
ers to address the ongoing problems with 
basement flooding will also improve water 
quality along our entire lakefront. The ac-

quisition and renovation of abandoned and 
vacant homes has been ongoing through 
our development corporations and will ex-
pand next year. The near completion of the 
Waterloo Arts & Entertainment District 
along Waterloo Road and East 156 Street 
is redefining our neighborhood as the east 
side arts district. The recent reorganization 
of the Collinwood Nottingham Villages 
Development Corporation will refocus 
their mission to include prioritizing the St 
Clair and East 152 Street corridors. Then 
there is the growing partnership between 
our community and the City of Euclid for 
targeting redevelopment of the East 185th 
Street and East 200th Street corridors.
 In 2014, we saw a more aggressive ap-
proach to public safety issue by our neigh-
borhood groups and concerned residents. 
We all know that the biggest deterrent to 
criminal activity is an engaged citizenry. 
Our ward has always distinguished itself by 
being proactive and working with the 5th 
District Police Commander and his offi-
cers. I look forward to that continued part-
nership as we go into the new year with all 
of its challenges. We all know though that 
challenges present opportunities as well. 
Therefore, I am calling upon everyone who 
lives, works and plays in Ward 8 to become 
more engaged than ever before. This in-
cludes that fact that we must press the Jack-

son Administration and the City’s Depart-
ment of Building & Housing to do a better 
job on enforcing the city’s basic building 
code specifically with regard to absentee 
landlords with abandoned, foreclosed and 
vacant properties. This is the number one 
complaint I hear at neighborhood meetings 
and there is a direct tie to criminal activity 
with many of these properties. Good land-
lords maintain their properties and tend 
not to rent to bad families. Be observant on 
your street call the Police or the B&H hot-
line or the animal warden etc. when there 
is an issue!  I like nosey neighbors who care 
enough to take action regarding their street 
and show up at the neighborhood meet-
ings.
 Bad weather is coming – make sure you 
and your home is ready.  Call in any street 
lights out, abandoned cars on the street, 
water leaks, etc to my office or the appro-
priate City departments.  I may always be 
reached at my office at (216) 664-4236 or 
my email at mpolensek@clevelandcity-
council.org.
 On that note I look forward to seeing 
all of you in the New Year; God willing. I 
wish you and your families a HAPPY, JOY-
OUS and SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON and a 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!  GOD BLESS 
YOU and the WARD 8 COMMUNITY!

Memorial School Students explore History of School 
and City
by Mary Louise Jesek Daley
A number of 8th Grade students have 
come forward to explore history and work 
on behalf of the Memorial Garden.  They 
call themselves the “Garden Angels” which 
unknowing to them is only too appropriate 
if for nothing else than the fact the garden 
honors children who were killed in a tragic 
fire in the community.
 The 8th Grade students were given a les-
son a few months ago on the Collinwood 
School Fire which gave rise to the Memo-
rial Garden which sits outside their door 
and the naming of now a second school on 
that site to honor the events that took place 
on this site on 4 March 1908. From this 
lesson which even included a fire drill, the 
students were asked to write a reaction to 
a written report on the Collinwood School 
Fire.  These papers were then displayed at 
Memorial School’s Fall Festival in October. 
These papers are in the possession of the 

Collinwood Nottingham Historical Soci-
ety and can be seen on their website.
 I do have to say that all those papers writ-
ten were done so voluntarily; thank you La-
dies for your observations and reactions to 
what you read.  As a result of finishing this 
first written assignment and coming to the 
Fall Festival of Literacy at the school they 
were allowed to come on a field trip Down-
town.
 Coming Downtown for these young la-
dies I believe was exciting and they didn’t 
know where to look first.  After coming 
downtown on a bus from the neighbor-
hood we greeted them at City Hall where 
they learned about Cleveland history, about 
City Hall and their Cleveland City Council. 
Then we walked to the Oliver Hazard Perry 
statue at West 3rd and Lakeside Avenue 
and then to the Soldiers & Sailors Monu-
ment at Public Square to hear about War 
of 1812 and Civil War history as it relates 

to Collinwood. Then it was lunch at Tower 
City.  I was exhausted by the end of the day 
but I hope that these ladies had a great time 
downtown.
 Next up is another classroom lesson on 
a subject of their choosing and then plan-
ning for the Spring at the Garden.  The 4th 
of March will bring these students outside 
for a Memorial at the garden.
 We look forward to continuing to work 
with these and other students as well as the 
teachers and staff of Memorial.  Thank you 
for some extracurricular learning in your 
busy schedules.
 Teaching history of the Collinwood 
community and the City of Cleveland is a 
part of the mission of the Collinwood Not-
tingham Historical Society.
 HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND 
YOURS!!!!

Community

Vigil for Cats Killed by roaming 
dogs

 

by Monica Doyle
During the month of October, over 17 cats 
were killed and 2 seriously maimed by a 
pack of roaming dogs in the North Collin-
wood/Euclid Beach neighborhood. More 
cats are missing and presumed dead.
  Animal Control trapped 2 roaming dogs 
within the target area and found the owner 
who had a total of 5 adult dogs and 9 pup-

pies. The owner relinquished ownership of 
the dogs to Animal Control and now faces 
any legal charges that can be laid against 
him.
  On Friday, December 5, 2014, coincid-
ing with the monthly Walk On Waterloo, a 
vigil of remembrance for the deceased cats 
and the ill-fated dogs, will be held at Blue 
Arrow Records & Boutique 16001 Waterloo 
Road, Cleveland OH 44110 from 6:00 - 9:00 
p.m.
 Tax deductible donations toward build-
ing a secure enclosure and safe winter shel-
ters for a colony of community cats cared 
for by the Waterloo Alley Cat Project will 
most gratefully be accepted either at the 
vigil or by mail to PO Box 19246 Cleveland 
OH 44119. For more information please 
visit https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wa-
terloo-Alley-Cat-Project/104107389662808

what’s Happening At The  
Collinwood Branch Library?
by Natasha Wells 
Welcome the winter with the exciting pro-
grams at the Collinwood Branch Library!   

ProgrAMS For YoUTH
Kwanzaa Celebration
Join us for our Kwanzaa Celebration where 
we will learn the 7 principles of Kwanzaa 
and do an African themed craft activity. 
This is for children of all ages. 
Friday, December 12th from 3:00-4:00 p.m.  
winter wonderland and Christmas Ka-
raoke 
Christmas Carols, Crafts and Cookies! 
Let’s celebrate the joys of this season to-
gether at the library. Children of All ages 
are welcome to participate.
Tuesday, December 16th from 3:30-4:30 
p.m.
America reads Free After School Tutor-
ing
Students in K-8 can get assistance with 

their homework.  College students from 
Cleveland State University assist with any 
subject and/or reseach project.  
Monday-Thursday from 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
Tutoring ends Thursday December 11 and 
will resume in January.
Kids Café Snack Program
The Cleveland Foodbank in collaboration 
with the Cleveland Public Library offers 
FREE after school meals for ages 18 and 
under.  
Monday-Friday from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

ProgrAMS For AdULTS
Free ged Classes
The GED class meets on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Please contact 216-371-7138 
or visit www.tri-c.edu/ged for more infor-
mation on registration and enrollment. 
Winter Break Starts on December 15. Mon. 
& Wed. from 12:30-2:30 p.m. 

I earned my 
first degree 
from Tri-C®

14-4286

Metropolitan Campus 
29000 Community College Ave. | Cleveland, OH 44115

tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Stephanie Bayne saved thousands of dollars by starting 
her college career at Tri-C. 

Stephanie chose Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C) for its convenience 
and affordable tuition. Her credits 
transferred seamlessly to Kent State 

University, where she began as a junior. 
Tri-C has allowed Stephanie to save 
money on the way to completing her 
bachelor’s degree in four years.  

Where futures beginSM

Are you a high school student who wants to earn college credit before you graduate? 
Are you ready to start your college career? Tri-C is the smart choice for earning 
your first degree. 

Monkey was just one of some 20+ casualties result-
ing from the dog attacks. WaCP is hoping to get 
enough financial support to build a secure enclosure 
for homeless/ community cats.

Specialized and convenient care for 
complicated surgical conditions.

Same-day 
appointments 
216.692.1500
euclidhospital.org

Charles Winans, MD

“You need surgery.” Words no one wants to hear, but there is a 
good chance we will all need surgery of some kind during our 
lifetime. For those with other health problems, the likelihood 
may increase and the risk certainly does. This is particularly 
true for people with liver disease, including cirrhosis — a 
slowly progressive disease in which healthy liver tissue is 
replaced with scar tissue, eventually preventing the liver from 
functioning properly.

Charles Winans, MD, a Cleveland Clinic abdominal organ transplant surgeon, also has 
an interest in general surgery for high-risk patients, including those with liver disease. 
He performs surgery on these high-risk patients at Cleveland Clinic main campus and 
Euclid Hospital. 

“Cirrhotic patients develop hernias, for example, due to the accumulation of ascites, or 
fluid in the belly,” says Dr. Winans. “A construction worker may develop a hernia from 
straining due to constant heavy lifting. In those with cirrhosis, constant pressure from 
the fluid can cause a hernia.” Medication and minimally invasive procedures may help 
in some cases.  However, when surgery is needed, there are added complications for 
cirrhotic patients. Common procedures like removal of the gallbladder are harder, and 
entail greater risk both during the operation and recovery. Dr. Winans often is called in 
when internists or general surgeons recognize the situation is more complex.

 “It’s important for referring physicians and patients to be aware that this highly 
specialized level of surgical care — for conditions that can often go undiagnosed or may 
be considered untreatable — is available right here in the community,” says Dr. Winans. 
“Euclid Hospital offers innumerable conveniences to patients and family members along 
with the extremely high level of care for which Cleveland Clinic is known.”

For more information about Euclid Hospital, visit euclidhospital.org.  
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Winans, call 216.692.1500.  

November Computer classes at  
Memorial-Nottingham Library
by Jeanne Coppola
Microsoft office graphics:  Thursday, 
12/4/2014 at 3:15 p.m.  This class will teach 
you how to use Microsoft Word “to insert 
and edit pictures,” using ClipArt, and how 
to change the style of text using Smart Art, 
and Word Art.

PowerPoint i: Thursday, 12/11/2014 at 3:15 
p.m. This class will teach you how to “create 
a computer-based slide presentation.”

Aww Snap Circuits: Making electronic 
Circuits MakerLab:  Thursday, 12/11/2014 
at 4:00 p.m. This class will help you  “dis-

cover the basics of electronics, integrated 
circuits, and more. Try your hand at cre-
ating circuit board projects with TechCen-
tral’s Snap Circuit Kits.”

PowerPoint ii: Thursday, 12/18/2014 at 
3:15 p.m.  This class will teach you more 
about “how to add graphics, transitions, 
and animations” to your presentation.

Registration for December classes begins 
on Monday, November 24. Call 216-623-
2980 or visit your nearest library branch to 
register.

Time to don your gay Apparel
by Julia DiBaggio
Dig out that ugly sweater grandma got you, 
or use that creativity to make your own, 
but make sure you don’t miss Northeast 
Shore’s second annual Ugly Sweater Party! 
Join the staff at The Standard on December 
10 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. For only $10 and a 
can of food; you get two drink tickets and 

light appetizers. Tickets are available on 
the day of the event at the door only. What 
better way to kick off the holiday season 
than by hanging out with your friends and 
neighbors at the best party of the season.  
For more information please call Northeast 
Shores at 216-481-7660. Happy Holidays!

Northeast Shores Membership 
by Julia DiBaggio
Located on the shores of Lake Erie, North-
east Shores Development Corporation is 
the non-profit community development 
corporation for the North Shore Collin-
wood neighborhood. Our mission is to cre-
ate a better place for everyone to live, work 
and visit - increasing home-ownership and 
helping entrepreneurs bring their business 
ideas to market. Over the last decade, our 
activities have resulted in over $48 million 
in neighborhood investment.
 We currently implement programs 
and activities in business recruitment 
and development, housing rehabilitation, 
and neighborhood marketing. Northeast 
Shores is working toward finding ways to 
combat building deterioration and vacan-

cies in our retail districts as well as secur-
ing additional safety measures against 
crime. Also, countless residents participate 
in programs that improve their homes.
 We compete with over 20 community 
development corporations in Cleveland 
for funding. To these funding agencies, a 
strong Northeast Shores Membership base 
demonstrates a committed community and 
improves our ability to compete for funds.
 Northeast Shores’ Members and Board 
include residents from all segments of the 
neighborhood, commercial property own-
ers and merchants from Waterloo Road, 
Lakeshore Boulevard, and East 185th 
Street, as well as the area institutions and 
schools.

 Cleveland  
Metroparks Lakefront 
Parks Public Meeting

It has been 18 months since 
Cleveland Metroparks assumed 

management of Cleveland’s lakefront 
parks including Euclid Beach/Villa 
Angela and Wildwood.  Cleveland 

Metroparks is marking the occasion 
with a public meeting on Thursday 
December 4th at the Collinwood  

Rec Center designed to share  
information about scheduled 

improvements and upcoming master 
plans, and solicit your feedback and 

suggestions! Thursday December 
4th, at the Collinwood Rec Center 
(16300 Lakeshore Blvd.) There will 
also be two presentations - one at 

5:15 and another at 6:00 p.m.  
 Tell a friend or two or three!
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Events
Unified Martial Arts Academy open
by Julia DiBaggio
“I come to you with empty hands, I have not 
weapons, but should I be forced to defend 
myself, my principles or my honor, should it 
be a matter of life or death, or right or wrong, 
then here are my weapons, karate, my empty 
hands.”

These words appear on one of the many Hall 
of Fame plaques earned by Grandmaster 
Joel Dvorin, owner of Unified Martial Arts 
Academy located at 686 East 185th St, Cleve-
land, OH 44119
 Under the direction of Grandmaster Joel 
Dvorin, Master Harvey Fierman and Master 
Sean Southwick, Unified Martial Arts teach-
es a combination of Tae Kwon Do, Kempo 
and Judo, with students ranging in age from 
5 to 50, Grandmaster Dvorin has black belts 
in Tae Kown Do and Kempo, and is the 
North American President of the Unified 
Martial Arts Federation and the Founder 
of TJBMA and has 60 years in the martial 
arts. Master Harvey Fierman has over 40 
years of training and teaching in art of Judo. 
Master Sean Southwick has over 20 years of 
Tae Kwon Do Training and Teaching and 
after living in Israel has been trained in Krav 
Magra.
 The academy teaches different styles each 
concentrating on a specific discipline, Tae 
Kwon Do is made up with 60-70% of leg and 
foot techniques, Kempo is over 60% hand 
and arm techniques and Judo consists of 
throws, takedowns, chocks, locks along with 
learning how to fall and roll properly. These 
forms complement one another, Unified 
Martial Arts can teach self-defense within 
a short period of time, even though it takes 
years to become a black belt.

 Levels of knowledge are indicated by belt 
ranking, from white belt to Black belt. There 
are 10 colored belts and 10 black belts. Each 
is reached by showing knowledge of the basic 
techniques for that belt ranking.
 Students also learn kata’s (prearranged 
fighting forms) sparring and the use of weap-
ons such as the bow, sword, sai’s and kama’s. 
The academy does not advocate fighting, but 
teaches students “street wise martial arts” if 
a student finds him or herself in a dangerous 
situation. The academy also does many tour-
naments during the year.
 The biggest challenge in the martial arts 
for young or old is that the martial arts is a 
year long commitment and must be worked 
in with other sports that children want to do 
during the year. Unified Martial Arts is open 
6 days a week and also offers private lessons 
during the day.
 Unified Martial Arts has relocated from 
Cleveland Hts to its new home. and is now 
located at 868 E 185th St Cleveland, OH for 
more information please call at 216-256-
4298 or stop in and see Master Joel Dvorin, 
Unified Martial Arts is open Monday-Friday 
at 5:00 p.m. and  Saturday at 10:00 a.m., 
bring this article with you and get ½ off the 
price of a uniform

216-938-7889 
21898 Lakeshore Blvd.  Euclid 

Adjusting Techniques Used: 
*Palmer Package 
*Thompson Drops 
*Gonstead 
*Flexion –Distraction 

Accepts Most Major Insurance*  
Cash BWC * Personal Injury *  
Auto Accidents. Digital X-ray. 
Free Consultations Euclid resident owned and operated 

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

TM

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

855.852.5050
HospiceOfChoice.org

A LIFETIME OF 
CHOICE DOESN’T 
END HERE.

Choose the hospice of choice.

Most people think you call hospice when you’re all out of options. That’s 
not true if you call Hospice of the Western Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s 
most experienced and most referred hospice provider, we offer more 
options to personalize care. We focus on helping patients and their 
families live their lives where they choose – at our unique facilities, at 
home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at an assisted living residence. 
Discover why the hospice of choice is Hospice of the Western Reserve.

Visit HospiceOfChoice.org.

Cleveland Job Corps Center
13421 Coit Road
Cleveland, OH 44110
Phone: (216) 541-2500

Career Training 
That Works!

At Cleveland Job Corps, students 
receive the skills needed to succeed 
in today’s workforce - at no cost 
to them or their families!

If you are looking for a better quality 
of life and are willing to dedicate 
yourself to our life changing program.

Cleveland Job Corps 
is the place for you!

www.hcr-manorcare.com

•	 Post-Hospital	Skilled	Nursing	
&	Rehabilitation

•	 Alzheimer’s	Care

•	 Hospice	Care

A  P R OV E N  L E A D E R
in a continuum of care

Euclid Beach

ManorCare	Health	Services	–	Euclid	Beach                                                                                     
16101 Euclid Beach Boulevard                                                       
Cleveland, OH 44110                                                                            
216.486.2300

Gostilna/Bob’s Place 
768 East 200th Street (across from Drug Mart) 

(216) 738-1177        
Closed Monday      Tues - Thurs open Noon to 10:00pm  

Friday open Noon to 11:00pm       Sat open Noon to 9:00pm  

Live Music on 
Saturdays  

Open Sunday 
For Browns 

The best way to spread 
Christmas Cheer, 

is singing loud 
 for all to hear. 
Buddy the Elf 
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by Phillip Dank 
Acalay is a term used inside of the St. Jerome 
Preschool. The preschool,which is part of St. 

Jerome School

15100 Lakeshore Boulevard Cleveland, con-
sists of boys and girls ages 4 and 5. Acaplay is 

a term which says it

all! Academic plus exploritory play. This 
term has been previously coined by other 

educators. Themed units are

instructed with a creative flair based on edu-
cational Common Core Standards.  Students 

have produced

wearable firefighter hats. Student created 
stick puppets are utilized with supplemental 

follow up instruction.

Special snacks to enhance the units have 
consisted of etable ladybug cookies and 

marshmallows with apples

 representing teeth inside of a mouth. The 
daily schedule includes large group and 

small group activities

strictly based upon prepatory skills need for 
success in future years as a student. Time 

permits for singing as

we play triangles, bells and rhythm sticks. 
We also count numbers utilizing these musi-

cal instruments.

Students transition smoothly into Kinder-
garten with a background of basic skills that 

are taught here. These

basic skills include identifying alphabet 
letters and the corresponding sounds which 

these letters create.

Identification of numers and a sense of 
number quantities. Social skills are often 

overlooked when instructing

younger students. St. Jerome School’s 
philosophy of educating students in a setting 

of faith-based principles

asssists with students gaining  these social 
skills

Preschool is for Life Skill

Faith    Academics    Community
Pre-K through 8th Grade

WORSHIP WITH US THIS SEASON 
 

Advent Vesper Service, Monday, December 1 - 7 p.m. 
Bishop Roger Gries, OSB, presiding 

 
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass, Wednesday, December 24 - 4 p.m. 

Prepare for the feast at our family service 
 

Christmas Eve Musical Prelude, Wednesday December 24 - 11:45 p.m. 
Come early to hear the joyful sounds of the season 

 
Christmas Midnight Mass, Thursday, December 25- 12 a.m. 

The tradition continues at our 95th annual midnight celebration 
 

Christmas Morning Mass, Thursday, December 25 - 10 a.m. 
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

 
New Year’s Eve Vigil Mass, Wednesday, December 31 - 4 p.m. 

Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary 
 

New Year’s Day Morning Mass, Thursday, January 1 - 10 a.m. 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
 

Saturdays 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. before Mass 
 

Collinwood Cluster Advent Penance Service, Monday, December 15, 7 p.m. 
This year’s service is held at Holy Redeemer Church, Kipling Avenue 

Contact Us 
stjeromecleveland.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
Phone:  216-481-8200 

Mass Schedule 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday Evening Vigil: 4 p.m. 
Sun: 10 a.m. 

St. Jerome School 
Collinwood’s Catholic School 

Faith  Family  Friendship 
Quality Faith Based Education 

Accepting Students Preschool through Grade 8 
PH 216-486-3587           FX 216-486-4288 

   20 Plus Years Experience   Friendly, Courteous Service             
Military & Veteran Discount            Free Estimates 

St. Jerome Church 
Collinwood’s Catholic School  

15000 Lakeshore Blvd. Cleveland, OH 44110 

Danielle J. Dronet 
LISW-S, LICDC 

DDronet@DDronet.com 
216.501.1730 

Psychodynamic Therapy 

Sharing gratitude
Kindergarten through 4th Grade students at 
Our Lady of the Lake held a special Thanks-
giving prayer service in November. They 
shared their gratitude by building a Thanks-
giving Tree at the front of the church, 
decorated with dozens of leaves, each one 

listing a special thought about how grateful 
our students are for the abundance in their 
lives, and the gift of family, friends and com-
munity.  It’s a very special reflection at this 
time of year. These wonderful kids are truly 
something to be thankful for!

rest Stops on the Journey of Faith
Retreats can be a wonderful time to reflect 
and share with a faith community, bringing 
members closer both in their spiritual rela-
tionships and to each other. In November, 
35 members of Our Lady of the Lake Parish 
participated in an 8-week retreat entitled, 
“Praying with St. Ignatius, “ lead by a team 
from the Jesuit Retreat House.
 Each Monday evening session began 
with prayer and guided meditation, fol-
lowed by teaching along the lines of the 
theme for each evening and small group 
sharing at the tables.  Participants formed 
around tables, and worked together 
throughout the retreats.  Many found their 
table experience to be among the most re-
warding blessings from the retreat.  Spiri-
tual “homework” each week included a 
“Prayer Theme,” Scripture passages which 
reflected that theme, related brief readings, 
an introduction to another type or style of 
prayer, and guides to cultivating a spiri-
tual discipline as described by St. Ignatius 
of Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises. Those 
who wished to also kept a spiritual journal, 
which they could then share during their 
table group time. 

 Comments from participants reveal that 
this 8-week commitment was well worth 
the time, energy and discipline required, 
including comments like:

“This retreat has been a gift.”

“I feel I was meant to be here – to meet and 
exchange and pray.”

“The retreat gave definition and direction 
to my prayer life…making my daily life a 
prayerful ministry was a beautiful insight.”

“Time well spent!”

Time spent with our faith community al-
ways feels like time well spent. Our Lady 
of the Lake looks forward to another re-
warding advent retreat on December 6. If 
you’d like more information about retreats, 
or any of our many faith formation activi-
ties, please feel free to call the Rectory or 
email Shawn Witmer at shawn@ourlady-
ofthelakeoh.org. We would be happy to 
welcome you, as well!

Staying Centered
Our Lady of the Lake second graders, un-
der the direction of Miss Zbiegien, spent 
some time outdoors this year engaged in 
centering prayer.  Centering prayer gives 
the person praying the chance to simply be 
quiet and happy in God’s presence. Noth-
ing is said, all one has to do is focus on God 
and His great love for us. In our busy world, 

learning how to quiet ourselves can be a 
real challenge.  As you can see, the children 
are doing a great job!  During the hustle 
bustle of this season, it’s important to re-
member the things that keep us grounded, 
and give us peace.  If you know a second 
grader from Our Lady of the Lake School, 
ask them to show you how to pray like this.

Sixth grade rocks

As part of an enriched curriculum, Our 
Lady of the Lake School takes advantage of 
some of Cleveland’s array of cultural offer-
ings, to offer their students new education-
al opportunities. The sixth graders at Our 
Lady of the Lake recently enjoyed an in-
sightful fieldtrip to the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and Museum.  Their adventure be-
gan with an interesting class entitled “The 
Message: the Birth of Hip-Hop Culture.”  
This historical and musical journey started 

in the 1970’s in the Bronx, New York.  The 
students could follow the early musicians 
with their themes of social justice.  They 
enjoyed listening to the music and seeing 
how the innovative technology of the time 
challenged traditional music.
 After the class, the students explored the 
Hall of Fame exhibits.  They were delighted 
to see and hear familiar items and were 
surprised by all the new things they discov-
ered.

216-731-7060 
Mon-Fri 7:00am – 6:30pm       Saturday 8:00 – 5:00 

We offer pick-up and delivery service. 
Send us your E-mail at jaydeecleaners@aol.com for monthly specials like this one. 

Or…visit our website at WWW.JAYDEECLEANERS.COM 

$3.33 All Sweaters  
Clean out your closets. Bring in as many sweaters as you wish! The 

base price will be $2.99 each. Present this offer with your 
next INCOMING order. Bring in as much as you wish. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. This offer valid thru December 2014 

Jay Dee Cleaners 
878 E. 222nd Street  Euclid OH 44123 
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V Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
Faith. Family. Future.

Catholic education in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions

Villa angela-St. JoSeph high School
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard • Cleveland, OH 44119 • 216-481-8414 •  www.vasj.com

“Have you made the Joe’s sign 
yet? Because I have!” That is the 
question James Major ’90 couldn’t wait 
to ask his former classmates after his 
recent visit to VASJ. 

Major, executive chef for the 
Cincinnati Reds and recent winner of 
the Food Network’s reality TV show 
“Chopped,” has had the honor of seeing 
his name in many lights and on many 
signs and scoreboards. But pulling 
up to Lakeshore Boulevard and East 
185th Street and seeing his name on the 
sign at VASJ tops them all. “That’s the 
coolest thing,” Major said.

Major described his visit to VASJ 
as magical. “You spend four years 
trying to get out of here and a lifetime 
trying to get back,” Major said. “It’s 
been fantastic to see the place. It looks 
great and smells a lot better – the ladies 
have brought a nice scent with them,” 
Major joked about the school being all-
boys when he graduated in 1990. 

Before going to the Cincinnati 
Reds, Major served as the executive 
chef for the Cleveland Indians for six 
years. He also catered last year’s Super 
Bowl in New York. Major has been at 
the top of his cooking game long before 
taking top “Chopped” honors.

Despite his talent and success in 
the kitchen, Major didn’t know right 
away that his calling was cooking. In 
fact, he was just 10-15 hours short of a 
law enforcement degree when the Food 
Network came out. While watching the 
professional chefs on the channel, a 
little spark went off. “The TV chefs got 
me on track,” Major says.

It made sense. He had been 
working in restaurants since the age of 
14 and cooking with his family even 
earlier than that. “The only place I’ve 
ever worked is in kitchens,” Major 
says. “It’s all I’ve ever known and I 
love it.”

He looked into culinary arts 
programs and quickly realized it was 

something he couldn’t afford. So he 
joined the Navy as a means to attend 
culinary school. “The Navy really 
molded me as a chef,” Major says. 
“When you’re cooking for people in 
the middle of the ocean, you don’t want 
to screw it up.”

He learned a lot of other important 
lessons in the Navy which he shared 
with the students in VASJ’s culinary 
arts class. The most important thing he 
learned in the Navy is the importance 
of never giving up. “I quit my first run 
and I vowed I would never quit again,” 
Major says. “No matter how painful it 
is, cross the finish line.” 

Major came to VASJ to share his 
experiences competing and winning 
on the show “Chopped,” and to give a 
cooking demonstration of his winning 
entrée, the Roman Coliseum Sausage 
Sandwich. But he ended up teaching 
the students at VASJ much more than 

how to blend the perfect Pesto or cook 
the tastiest sausage. 

“You’re going to hear people say, 

‘You won’t. You can’t. You’ll never,’” 
Major says. “Never ever let them stop 
you from your dreams.”

James Major ’90, executive chef for the Cincinnati Reds and recent winner of The Food Network’s cooking show “Chopped,” poses 
with students in one of VASJ’s culinary arts courses when he returned to his alma mater for a cooking demonstration. 

‘Chopped’ winner and alum returns to VASJ

James Major ’90 enlists the help of VASJ students Javari Hines ’17 and Jeffrey 
Grudzinski ’15 to prepare his award-winning Roman Coliseum Sausage Sandwich. 

Cheerleaders take first place 
at mount cheer competition

The VASJ cheerleaders took first 
place in the Varsity Large Mount 
Division at the Champion Cheer 
Central Competition held at North 
Canton Hoover High School on Sunday, 
November 2. 

The talented squad, under the 
direction of Coach Tori Ung, had some 
fierce competition with the other high 
school cheerleading teams in their 
division. Competing under pressure is 
nothing new to the Vikings, though, 
who have a great deal of experience 
with winning in mounting tournaments.  

 

The talented squad, under the 
direction of Coach Tori Ung, 
had some fierce competition.

 

The squad cheers together during 
the football and basketball seasons, 
giving them even more time to develop 
chemistry. 

The Viking cheerleaders won 
VASJ’s 20th state trophy after winning 
the competition in 2013. The squad also 
won in 2010 and finished second in 
2011 and 2012.

VASJ cheerleaders celebrate their first-place win at the Champion Cheer Central 
competition held at North Canton Hoover High School on November 2. 

Catholic education in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions

Villa angela-St. JoSeph high School
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard • Cleveland, OH 44119 • 216-481-8414 •  www.vasj.com

V Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
Faith. Family. Future.

by Richard Osborne 
Earlier this year, a local television 

station called VASJ a “cool school.” No 
doubt about it, they got that right.

We seem to be on everyone’s radar 
lately. From the Observer to Cleveland 
Magazine, from Crain’s Cleveland 
Business to the Catholic Universe 
Bulletin, and from The Plain Dealer to 
Reader’s Digest, media outlets near and 
far have picked up on the extraordinary 
story of VASJ’s growth and strength.

The outstanding new online 
publication Belt Magazine recently 
asked: “What’s Behind the Surprising 
Success of Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School?”

No one knows the answer to that 
question better than our students.

Carlie Beard ’16 – cheerleader, 
student ambassador and peer minister 
– put it this way: ”I didn’t consider 
any other high school because I knew 
this was the place for me. God put the 
people at VASJ into my life to help 
me.”

Carlie, incidentally, was on the 
cover of Cleveland Magazine’s recent 
“Private Schools” issue.

No wonder everyone is noticing. 
The dedication and faith of our faculty, 
staff and students have produced these 
astounding results:
• VASJ remains the fastest-growing 

private high school in Ohio.
• For three years in a row, 100 

percent of our graduates have 
gone on to college.

• Last year’s graduates earned 
an average of $121,000 each in 
college scholarships.

• Our cheerleaders brought home 
the school’s 20th athletic state 
championship trophy.

• Student volunteers continued 
VASJ’s unmatched record of 
service in the community.

Next year, we will celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the merger of Villa 
Angela Academy and St. Joseph High 
School. The traditions established when 
VA was founded in 1878 and St. Joe’s 
was built in 1950 have flourished here 
at VASJ. Today, we are strong and 
confident as we look forward to an even 
more exciting future.

On behalf of all of our students, 
thank you for your belief in us over 
the years. We are enormously proud 
of our role in the Collinwood-Euclid 
neighborhood and beyond. All of us 
at VASJ wish you a happy and holy 
holiday season.

Richard Osborne, St. Joseph High 
School Class of 1969, is the president of 
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School.

Viking 
Views

Leadership 
students hold 
shoe drive

Would you ever think that your 
old shoes could benefit the lives of 
others? VASJ’s Teen Leadership Corps 
class is participating in a fundraiser 
where there is nothing to buy or sell, 
all they need is your support and 
gently-worn shoes. Their goal is to 
collect 7,500 pairs of shoes which 
will be donated to under developed 
countries like Ghana, Haiti, and 
Bolivia through the organization 
Funds2Org.

The donated shoes will allow 
individuals in impoverished nations 
to create their own micro-businesses 
by repurposing the used shoes and 
marketing them, enabling them to 
make an income to pay for educational 
expenses, housing, food, clothing, and 
more. 

Not only will the shoe drive help 
those in under developed countries, 
but will also benefit local charities 
by allowing VASJ’s Teen Leadership 
Corps to serve more people. The TLC 
class will receive 40 cents for each 
pound of shoes collected which they 
will use to fund additional service 
projects throughout the year such as 
cooking for and supporting places 

like Hospice, Ronald McDonald  
House, and other local non-profit 
organizations.

The fundraiser began on 
November 1 and will continue through 
January 31, 2015. All donations may 

be dropped off at VASJ’s Main Office.
VASJ’s Teen Leadership Corps 

is asking the community to take a 
step toward helping those in need this 
holiday season and donate a pair of 
shoes to this worthwhile cause.

VASJ’s Teen Leadership Corps will be collecting shoes from November through 
January 2015 to help those in impoverished nations. 

VASJ drama club performs ‘The Bachelor King’

VASJ’s Drama Club once again captivated and entertained audiences with their fall production of “The Bachelor King.” After 
months of preparation and hard work, the group of students gave four outstanding performances, including a dress rehearsal for 
local grade schools.
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Be part of The Plan

Thank you,
Cleveland!

for voting 
YES on Issue 4

ClevelandMetroSchools.org

ThankyouCleveland Issue 4 Ad-Collinwood.indd   1 11/6/14   9:19 AM

Batman (Mr. Fiore) vs. Joker (Mr. Williams)

winter Break  |  december 22, 2014-January 2, 2015

First day back in 2015  |  Monday, January 5, 2015

Thursday, January 15, 2015  |  Quarter 2 ends

Friday, January 16, 2015  |  No school

Monday, January 19, 2015  |  No school

January 20  |  Quarter 3 Begins

January 20-23  |  evening Conferences

Upcoming dates

imagine Bella goes to Camp
25 Imagine Bella 3rd grade students went 
camping in October for an unforgettable 
trip! Imagine Bella students shared the 

adventure with 3rd graders from 5 other 
Imagine campuses throughout Ohio.  

No Shave November

No Shave November was created to raise 
awareness for Men’s cancer issues, but has 
expanded to cover cancer in all forms. Sev-
eral male staff from Imagine Bella took part 
in this campaign.
 According to the No Shave November 
website, “The goal of No-Shave November 
is to grow awareness by embracing our 

hair, which many cancer patients lose, and 
letting it grow wild and free.  Donate the 
money you usually spend on shaving and 
grooming for a month to educate about 
cancer prevention, save lives, and aid those 
fighting the battle.”
 Check out http://www.no-shave.org/ to 
learn more and join us next year!

imagine Bella Halloween Festivities
Imagine Bella cannot say thank you enough 
to our amazing parents and families! Over 
80 families donated candy, parents volun-
teered to pass out candy in our parade, and 
even more families attended to join in the 
festivities. Imagine Bella students and staff 
dressed in costume and you can see many 

great photos of the event on Imagine Bella 
Academy of Excellence’s Facebook page.
 2014 Halloween door decorating contest 
winners were Ms. Figueroa’s 5th grade class 
(third floor) and Ms. Ianni’s 2nd grade suc-
cess group (second floor).

25 Imagine Bella 3rd graders get ready to hit the 
road  

So many animals

Mr. L, Principal Dutt, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Fiore participate in No Shave November at Imagine Bella 

Ms. Ianni’s 2nd grade success group door winner Ms. Figueroa’s 5th grade door winner

Imagine Bella Mime (Mrs. Clark)

A squirrel (Ms. Shope) leads the class on the parade

Cheer Champions
Congratulations to the Lake Erie Sharks 
Cheerleaders for winning in the Termite 
Division of the Cleveland Muny League 

Cheerleading Competition. Lake Erie 
Sharks Cheerleaders include first grader, 
Faith Beckham. Way to go Faith!
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Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

White Stone Manor Apartments
18009 Lakeshore Blvd.
1 & 2 bdrm suites - $540 and up

Call today: (216) 481-1604
Nasvytis Enterprises, Inc.
www.mysuitehome.com

White Stone Manor Apartments
18009 Lakeshore Blvd.
1 & 2 bdrm suites - $540 and up

Call today: (216) 481-1604
Nasvytis Enterprises, Inc.
www.mysuitehome.com

The Best Home “Suite” Home
In North Collinwood! 

FRESH MEXICAN GRILL

Fresh Food Fast

No MSG

Vegetarian Freindly

Chili peppers gives you a choice of over 30 fresh items
to choose from to customize your dining experience

869 East 185th • 216.531.2300
Hours Monday - Saturday 11am - 10pm,  Sunday 12pm - 8pm

Fresh Food Fast 

No MSG

Vegetarian Friendly

Classifieds
  

  

  

  

1989 Yamaha Virago 
Excellent Condition 16,140 Original Miles 

2 Owners Saddle Bags 
Runs and rides like new 

$2,500 Firm 
Call Pat Lovano 440.477.0941 

1992 BUICK RIVIERA 
EXCELLENT CONDITION IN AND OUT 

113,000 ORIGINAL MILES 
3 OWNERS—RIDES LIKE NEW 
$5,500 OR BEST CASH OFFER 

CALL PAT 440.477.0941 

Antique Cedar Chest 
Must be Sold this Week 
This Item will go FAST 

Do not hesitate ! 
YOURS for only $50 ! 

216.531.6790 

Priceless antique curio cabinet 
Except……….. Here’s the price 
Only $150 
Delivery available in Euclid 
Price is firm 
Call today 216-496-6708 

Gorgeous rolltop desk 
Have to sell this right now 
Have to see to believe 
Must sacrifice 
$50 or best offer 
Please call 216-531-6790 

Sony Trinitron TV with stand 

This item is very heavy 

It is only $20 

Works fantastic !!! 

Please take out of my garage 

216-531-6790 


